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“ To give refleétion time, with lenient art, 
“ Fach fond delufion from her foul to fteal.”’ 


MASON. 


ry 

l O review the tranfactions of former days, the many 
foortive hours which have long been paft, and to recall 
the pleafures of innocence and virtue, is both pleafing 
and inftruGive ; pleafing, becaufe it delights the heart 
with joys it once participated, and of which, while 
animated with the profpect, tho’ only the delulive paint- 
ings Of imagination, it feems even now to partake ; 
inftruGiive, becaufe it prefents our progrefs in happi- 
nefs and virtue, or the mournful reverfe our deviation 
from innocence and rectitude. But it is particularly 
pleafing to look back on the {cenes of youth aad child- 
hood; we review thofe feafons of life with the greateft 
partiality and del#ght. ‘Twas then health and beauty 
bloomed upon the cheek, and every objeét was decked 
with the charms of fafcination. “Iwas then the heart 
ignorant of vice and unacquainted with furrow or mis- 
fortune, enjoyed every pleafure without alloy. There 
are likewife other paris of life which occupy the moment 
of refleCtion: the learned dwell with rapture on the 
hours fpent in the acquirement of Knowledge and in- 
ftruGtion, the ambitious on their gradual progreffion to 
Wealth and fame, and the brave on the many dancers 
and hardihips they have undergone in the field of battle. 
Reflection is efpecially the attendant of age, it aflifts to 
this period. The aged almoft feel their flrength re- 
newed in recounting their former feats of activitv, and 
their hearts are animated by the virtuous deeds they have 
performed. 


Happy then is he who having fpent his days in the 
practice of every public and focial virtue, reviews the 
pat ations of his life with chearfunefs and content: 
the pleafures of reflection fhall chear the litte fs moments 
of decrepitude and age, and thall cc.vey peace ard com- 
fort to his bofon ia thofe moumeuis when prefent en- 





joyments have loft their relith. Tho’ he no more can 
perceive the {plendour of the fun, andthe various beau- 
tics of creation : tho’ incapable of hearing the moft har- 
monious mufic, and of enjoying the choicclt delicacies ; 
ftill fhall the power of his mind furvive the general ruin, 
and reflection chear him in the evening of his days. 

A. D. 


Jan. 15, 1797. 








FELICITY EQUALLY DISTRIBUTED. 


Awone the diferent conditions and ranks of men, 
the balance of happinefs is preferved in a great meafure 
equal; and the high and low, the rich and the poor, 
approach in point of real enjoyment much nearer to 
each other than is commonly imagined. Providence 
never intended that any ftate here fhould either be com- 
pletely happy, or entirely miferable. 


If the feclings of pleafure are more numerous and 
more lively, in the higher departments of life, fuch 
alfo are thofe of pain. If greatnefs flatters our vanity, 
it multiplies our dangers.—If opulence increafes our 
gratifications, it increafes in the fame proportion our 
defires and demands.—If the poor are confined to a 
more narrow circle, yet within that circle lie moft of 
thofe natural fatisfaGtions, which, after all the refine- 
ments of art, are found to be the moft genuine and 
true. For the happinefs of every man depends more 
upon the ftate of his own mind than upon any one exter- 
nal circumftance; may, more than upon all external 
things put together. 

Inordinate -paffions are the great difturbers of life; 
and unlefs we poffefs a good confcicnce, and a well 
governed mind, difcontent will bla every enjoyment, 
and the higheft profperity wiil only prove eijruited mi- 
fery. This conclution then thould be fixed ia the mind: 
The deitruction of virtue is the dellruGtion of peace. 
In no flation---in no period are we fecure from the dan- 
gers which fpring from our piilions. Every age, and 


every itation they befet, from youth to grey hairs, and 
from the peafunt to the prince. 
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THE VICTIM OF MAGICAL DELUSION: 
Ua, JiVTERESTING MEMOIRS OF MIGUEL, DUKE DF CA*T* A. 
ENFOLOING MANY CURIOUS UNKNOWN HISTORICAL FACTS. 
Jranflated from the German of 1fcaixnk, 
(Continued froin page #27-) 


ia) 

Vix you have demonftrated nothing elfe but that 
“we cannot fee pure (pirits; we may, nevertheicls, be 
‘* capable of fecing {pirits in bodily clothing.” 

“ This I grant without the leaft hefitation, for daily 
“experience praves it. We fce mex, of couric we ice 
** fpirits in bodily clothing,” 

“* You fancy to efcape me by this turn; but you are 
‘“miftaken. You allow that we can fee {pirits if clothed 
‘© in a bodily covering.”’ 

“ What we /e is always nothing but the bodily cover- 
‘ing; but we muft conclude by other marks and circum- 
* flances, whether it be inhabited byaipiit., Betices, 
** there isin the whole dominion of our fenafile knowledge 
** not one being that aniwers our idea of aipirit ; this idea 
‘‘ has been produced merely by reafoning, and therefore 
‘* a {pirit never can become an objeét of our perception. 

“‘ Very flrange!’? the Duke replied, fhaking his head ; 
** the Irifhman has faid much the fame, and neverthelels, 
‘he hit upon an expedient of proving to me the poflibi- 
** lity of apparitions.” 

“* I have read that argument; it is taken from the dia- 
‘*®leic, This circumftance alone ought to have maae 
** you fufpe& it. Or are you fuch a novice in that tci- 
‘fence that you fhould not know how pliable it 1s to ac- 
‘* commodate itfelf to all opinions? Thole pinlofophers 
‘‘ who fancy all the beings of the whole creation to be 
ipirits, as well as thofe who deny the exiftence of 
** God, draw their arguments from that jource, Is there 
“any abfurdity that could not be fitted to that baielets 
** philofophy ?” 

‘*'You are carrying matters too far. The Irifhman 
** did indeed propound feveral pofitions, which by their 
*€ evidence enforce their claim to truth.” 

‘“Vhat I do not deny. A great deal of philofophical 
‘‘ penetration is however required, if one thell be able 
“to difeern the truth and falichood, which its affertion 
‘Simply in aftrange and motly mixture. One feels in- 
** deed, frequently, the fallehood of ‘ophittical fubtiltics 
‘S without being able to refute them,” 

“TJ fhould be glad to know what you have to object 


a6 


*‘asaimil the do@rine of the Irifhman concerning the’ 


= pofibility of apparitzons P 

‘In order to dothis, it will be necefary previoufly 
* to abfra& his dv€rine. 

“ When aipirit, the Infhinan fays, operates on mine, 
“then heis prefentto me. if I were a mere rational 
‘being, IT then fhould be fatished with tmazining the 
‘6 prefence of the iptrit, without mvfe'f; but fince | am 
“afenible being, bv virtue of my mature, my imagina- 
“tien forms a corpores! idea of the object which mv un: 
6 Qertanding ¢ht.4s3; that is, it forms an image of it, 


‘6Phe pretence of a tpitt, therefore, puts my inferior 


** pitelicétual powers in metion by means of the tupcrior ! 


= 
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ones; I do not only imagine it merciy without myfety, 
“but I perceive, atthe fame time, a fhape anfwerable 
‘Stoit; | not only colleét the ideas which he produce; 
‘in my mind, but, at the fame time, fhape them in 
‘words, In fhoit, I fee the {pirit and hear him {peak, 
‘Do youthink, my friend, that I have comprehend. 
‘6 ed the do€trine of the Irifhman ?”’ 

“© Perfc@ly *” 

‘* The fhaps in which I fee the fpirit is; confequently, 
‘*noreal fubftance, but only the produ of my fenfitive 
** power of perception, of my imagination,” 

** Very right.” 

* Contequently, the fecing of a fpirit 18, indeed, 
founded on a {pirttual influx, which, however, is 
** formed and fhaped at pleature by our imagination; 
‘therefore, on every apparition of {pirits truth would 
* be intermixed with illafion, and the notions which 
* have been inftitled in our mind by ouredfcation, and 
all the prejudices we have imbibed in our infancy, 
would aét an important part on every occafion of that 
kind P”? 

‘* ] perceive what you are aiming at.” 

** Then tell me, what would the gift of feeing fpirits 
‘and ghofts benefit us, fince the {piritaal effeét could 
**not but be interwoven fo clolely with the phantorns 
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*‘ofour imagination, that it would be impoffible to dil. 
“cern reality from the grofs illufions which it is tur- 
66 RE) 


rounded with P 
The Duke was abloibed in filent meditation, and 1 
centinucd :--- ‘ 

** Don’t you fee that fuperfition thus would be at fal 
66 liberty to exercife its jway over us, becaule we would 
* be led to believe that even the moft abfard delidons 
“of our imagination coudd posraly be fownded on a ipir 
‘© tual influx P”’ 

The Duke continued to be filent, end I refumed:-- 

* And don’t you tee that tt would be smpoiubie to 
*¢ difcern a ghoft-leer froma lunatic ?”’ 

"The Duke ftarted up 2”? “* How, froma lunatic ?”’ 
** Undoubtedly, © The chareéteriftic of lunacy confifts 
in miftaking mére objets cf the :magination for real 
** fubftances, exifting without ourlelves, the original 
‘“caule of which is a couvuliion of the vefiels of cur 
‘brain, which cre put out of their equilibrium, = This 
**fulpenfion of the equilibyium can arife ether from 


‘weakneis of nerves, or from too fing a preifure of 


** the blood towards the head, aid mere phantoms of 
‘‘ our imagination then appear to us, even while awzke, 
* to be real objets without ourtelves, Although fuch 
‘fan image fhould be but faint at firit, yet the con- 
‘ flermation at fuch an apparition, fo contrary to the 
** naturel order of things, woult loon excite the attention, 
‘and impart to the phantom a vivacity that would not 
‘fuffer the deludeu perfon to doubt its reality, It 1S 
‘* thereforé very natural; for the vifionary fancies he 
“fees and heers very plointy, whet no perion befides 
‘him perceives, or imegines he fees lueh phantoms 2p- 
© pear and difappear fuddeaiy, wheat] 
‘only before one lente that of frAt, without being per- 


ley are gamboing 


‘“eeived through another tenie; for example, that of 
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ss feeling, and therefore appear to be pencirable, Lie 
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edifemper of the vifionary does not affe& the under- 
i ftanding immediately, but only che fenfes$ in confe- 
& quence of which the uchappy wretch cannot remove 
«the delufion by arguments of reafon, becaufe the real 
“9: fuppofed perception through the fenles, always an- 
«tecedes the judgment of the underftanding, and pol- 
“ (offes an immediate evidence which furpaffes all refictti- 
ton, For which reafon 1 can blame no perfon who 
“treats the ghoft-feers as candidates for the lunatic hol- 


€ eit : ay “Ing : > ile » 4 - 
«pital, inflead of looking upon them as people belong 
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‘ing, partly, to another world,” 

‘© Marquis, Marquis!” the Duke faid, fmiling, ** you 
‘ule the ghoft-feers very ill. 1 fhould Jeave them en- 
tirely at your mercy, if the Irifhman had not promif- 
‘ed tocommunicate to me a criterion by which one can 
«“ difcern real apparitions from vain phantoms of the 
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‘ imagination,” 
“It isa pity he has only promifed it, it being proba- 
ble that this promife will not be performed with greater 
punétuality than the reft of his engagements.” 

‘ The event will prove how much you wrong him,” 
‘ But what would you fay, if I] ¢»:ld prove that he 
“ can communicete to you no criterion of that nature P”’ 
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** If you could do this-~’ 

‘“* Nothing is eafier, ‘The criterion whereby a real 
“ spparition ofa ghoft could be difcerned froman illufion, 
‘“ mult be either exiernal or internal; that is, you muft be 
“ ble to afcertain the prefence cfa ghoft, either by means 
“ of your fenfes, or by conclufions deduced from the im- 
* prefiion your mind receives. Don’t you think fo?” 
‘© It would be much fafer 1f thefe two criterions co- 
exifted.”’ 
‘¢ It-would be fufficient if only one of thefe two crite- 
rions were poffible. However, you fhall foon be con- 
vinced that neither can be proved. Whatever you per- 
ccive, or fuppofe you perceive by means of your fenfes, 
in cafe of an apparition, is either a real material objeét, 
whereby perhaps an impoftor, perhaps nature, who is 
“> inexhauftable in her effe&ts, or an accidental meet- 
“ ing of uncommon incidents furprifes you ; or it is an 
 objeét that exifts no where but in your heated imagina- 
“tion ; what you perceive through your fenfes never can 
“ be the ipirit himfelf, becaufe {pirits are incorporeal be- 
“ings, and therefore neither can be feen, heard, nor felt ; 
“7 ae niequently, evident that no external criterion 
of the reality of an apparition can exift,”’ 


“ This, I think, cannot be difputed,” 


** But there exifls perhaps an internal criterion, In 
order to decide this queftion, let us confider what paf- 
fes in the human mind when a gholt appears. Firft of 
all, a lively idea of the prelence of a ghoit takes place, 
and fenfations of terror, aftonifhment and awe arif{e--- 
however, this idea and thefe Jenfatiens may be nothing 
elfe but the confequence of an uncommon, though natu- 
ral external impreflion of a feverifh fancy, and confe- 
‘quently never can be indubitable proofs of the pre- 
‘* fence of {pirits, But perhaps the prefence of {pirits is 
‘* afcertained by the co-exiftence of certain extraordinary 
‘notions, fenfations, and cognitions! This too cannot 
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‘be, for we muftbe convinced that they could not arife 
‘in our floulin anatural manner, if we fhall be able to 
** afcertain their having beea produced by the influence 
“of a fpirit. Inthat cate it would be requifice we 
“fhould know the whole ftore of our clear and obfcurs 
‘ideas, all their reciprocal relations, and all pofiible 
‘© compositions which our imagination can form of them, 
‘Sa knowledge that is referved only for the ,ommiicient 
* Ruler of the world. If we happen fometimes, in our 
‘¢ dreams, to have the moft wonderful vifions, to realon 
‘in the moft fenfible manner, to difcover new truths, 
‘Sand to prediét incidents which afterwards really hap- 
* pen ; why fhould not the fame faculty of the foul 
‘ which produces fuch uncommon effe€ls in our dreams, 
‘* furprife us fometimes with fimilar operations while we 
‘+ are awake, when it is agitated ina violent manner? Lis 
‘¢ fhort, my friend, there exifts neither an internal nor an 
‘‘ external criterion whereby we could afcertain the rea- 
lity of an apparition,” 


*O how infufficient is human reafon!’’ the Duke 
groaned, ** how ambiguous the faculty through which 
‘we fancy we refemble the Godhead, and that guides us 
‘* much unfafer than inftin@ dire&s brutes. Buta fhort 
‘‘ time fince I thought it to be confonant with reafon to 
‘‘ believe in apparitions of ghofts, and now I am convin- 
‘ced of the contrary, Your arguments have pulled 
‘¢down what thofe of the Irifhman have conftru@ed, 
‘¢ and thus I am conftantly driven from one belief to the 
‘Soppofite one, Where fhall I find, at length, a fixed 
‘‘ point to reft upon? O! how happy is he, who undi{- 
‘* turbed by the reftlefs inftin@ of thinking, and of invef- 
‘“‘ tigating the nature of things, refts in the lap of faith !” 


( To be continued, ) 








REASON, 


O Reafon; Heaven-born Reafon; image of Supreme 
Intelligence which created the world, never will I for- 
fake thy altars; but to continue faithful to thee, will dif- 
dain alike the hatred of fome, the ingratitude of others, 
and the injuftice ofall, Reafon, whofe empire is fo con- 
genial and {o pleafing to fouls of feeling, and hearts of true 
elevation: Reafon, celeftial Reafon, our guide and fup- 
port in the labyrinth of life; alas! whither wilt thou 
fly in this feafon uf difcord and maddening fury? The 
oppreffors will have nothing to fay to thee, and thou art 
rejcGed by the opprefled. Come then, fince the world 
abandons thee, toinhabit the retreat of the fage ; dwell 
there proteéted by his vigilance, and honoured by the ex- 
preflive tilence of his worfhip. One day thou wiltap- 
pear again attired in all thy glory, while impofition and 
deceit fhall vanifh into nothing. Atthut period perhaps 
I fhall be no more; yet permit the fhade of thy departed 
advocate to reft in full affurance of thy pre-eminence and 
glorious reign :---The hope, the pleafing anticipation of 
the happinefs that will then be diffuled through the 
world, affords me confolations of the moft {eothing and 
fatisfa€tory nature. | 
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Tue SCHOOL for LIBERTINES, 
A STORY, FOUNDED ON FACTS, 


L the heart hitherto fatisfied and happy in the long-pre- 
ferved ideas of re@itude and honour, rational enjoyment, 
and the {weets of domeflic felicity, fhould now, ftrongly 
tempted by the fatal fafcinations of vice, be Creep, a 
departure from virtue, and this relation: prove the means 
of prefe:ving its owner from error and delufioh, the 
withes of the writer will be accomplifhed : or if thofe al- 
ready engaged in purfuits that, however brilliant and al- 
luring to the giddy votaries of falfe enjoyment, muft 
eventually terminate in confufion, and the lofs of every 
thing that ought tobe held dear, become, from this ftery 
convinced of the neceflity of an altered conduk, well re- 
paid, indeed, will be the tecorder of fcenes, which, for 
the fake of fociety at large, he hopes will be found -lefs 
and lefs frequent in the prefent age of true refinement 
and unaffected fenfibility, 


Mr, Alton, once amply poffeffed of the gifts of fortune, 
and furrounded with ev ery carthly blef—ing, fuddenly left 
his weeping lady, then pregnant, and an infant fon, and 
fied from the purluit of juftice. 

He had violated the laws of religion, honour and his 
country, by feducing from her duty the wife of his friend ; 

a duel was the confequence, aud the injured hufband loft 
his life inthe fatal rencounter, 

Immediate flight was Mr, Alton’s only refource ; there- 
fore, regardlels of every feeling but fuch as arole for his 
ewn fafety, he precipitately left his native country, com- 
pletely wretched, and loaded witnall the horrors of guilt 
and difmay. 

A fhort time after his arrival in Italy, his means of 
fupport failed ; reat pa and diffipation had ruined 
his fortunes, and he mutt foon have fled from importunate 
creditors, had not this ftill more dreadful cause forced 
him from his wretched family, 


As he had acquired the art of becoming fortunate at 
play, his talents that way were now brought forward, and 
wn uncommon run of fuccels loon enabled himto fhine 
forth again in a foreign country with the tame {plendour 
he once difplayedin his own, 

Again engaged in frivolous purfuits of expence and 
pleatwre, his light and worthlefs heart foon difmiffed 
every «race of remorfe for the diftrefs and anguifh he 
had occafioned in the family of his murdered friend, 
and the utter ruin brought on his deferted wife and chil- 
dren. 

Poffefling every art of gentec! addrels, an elegant per- 
fan, alliled with allthe powers of foft perfuahon, he 
iooa (under the name of Freeman, not daring to ule his 

al ons} won upon the heart of a young lady of exalied 
birth, whoin he ‘privately married, 

Her friends at firft forbade them their prefence, but the’ 


voung and beautiful Italian being a much-loved and only 
caild, they foon yielded ta excules and profefitons which 
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he too well knew howto frame, and at length received 
them to favour and proteéion, 

Many years paficd on without a returning thought of 
former connections ; he had heard long fince, by private 
means, that his firft lady had fallen a viGhiek to a broken 
heart, leaving the care of 4 fon and daughter to her af. 
li€ted father; who had little remaining ..to fupport them, 
the nécefities of the unprinetpled and u r feeling Alton 
having almoft drained his once ample foriune, 

And here it is neceffury to inform the reader, that the 
poor old gentleman did not long furvive the lofs of his 
child, But heaven rated up a friend to her offspring ; 
this hsb op who delighted in e&s ef mercy, adopted the 
two innocents, as his own, makipg over to them his 
eftate and his name, 

A young gentleman of the name of Eafton, often vifit- 
edat Mr. Fieeman’s, whole houfe was always open to 
people of fafhion ; and though their years did not corref. 
pond, yet the former Q:)l carried an appearance of youth 
end gaiety, aMifted by an uncommon fhare of health, and 
a heart feelingly alive toeverv call of pleafure, 

Alike diffolute in manners and inclination, an intima- 
cy foo commenced between them, The prefent Mrs, 
Freeman, who, before her marriage, experienced every 
indulgenceand attention from parents who adored her, 
had too early an occafion ta fainent her mifplaced love, 
and unhappy choice, 

Never, but in the hours of tebriation, did ran en pari. 
ence any thing like attention and ki: one 3 from the man 
who owed every thing to her, ‘Phen, indeed, he would 
utter rheptodies of 0 Sg alike deftitute of fincerity 
as of realon,: 

And now, their only child (a beautiful young lady who 
had juft attained her rgth year, the oniy companion of 
her penfive mother, to whom the was indeed a real com- 
fort, dutiful affeétioa and endearing fenfibility having 
lightened many a painful day) wes vitited bya fever, 
which robbed her afflicted parent of her fole remaining 
blefling, This calamity deeply affectedthem hoth, The 
imprefion made on Mis, Freeman brought ona decline, 
which proved fetal—bereft ofevery cartaly bappinels, fhe 
looked up to that heaven the had been long preparing 
for, and in a fthort time cbrained dilosifloa from a 
world, from which fhe had 
and the unkind negle 2& of a nuitbaad fhe had loved but 


been weaned by trouble, 


too well, 

Mr. Freeman put onthe outward “t rappings and the 
fuits of woe?’—but wanted “thet wit Hit ’ which goes 
beyond every exicinal appearance, 

Pomp and parade, indeed, attended her remainsto the 
filent tomb ; but thefe were not accompanied with the 
hufband’s tear, The monument was railed on which his 
ferrows were recorded, but, cold and fenfelefs as the mai- 
ble which receive that record, his heart wasa flranger 
to thofe feelings that dignify the hufband, the father, and 


the man, 
(To d¢ cancluded tn our next.) 
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Tre HISTORY or Mas. MORDAUNT. 


[WRITTEN BY HCRSELY, | 
(Continued fom our laft.) 


Tue frft inftant I could retire, I retreated to my 
chamber, my mind embarrailed with the crueleft feola- 
gons: griefand aftonifhmeut at his mean fituation, 1 
withed, yet“durft net go to the garden; unconicious of 
art, 1 feared I might betray unguaidedly the too fond {fen- 
timents of my foul. The next dzy my maid brought me 
abeautious bouquet 3 fhe faid the gardener had culled it 
from the choiceft of iis Mlowers.--a figh heaved my bo- 
fom at this prefent---1 difmift her---a paper was rolled 
round, @ prefentiment firuck me it might contain fome- 
thing interefting==1 haftily tore it from the flowers, and 
read the following lines : 

Will the lovelieft of her fex pardon the prefumption 
of an unfortunate man, the early vidlim of calamity P= 
will the deign to perule arelation of thoie woes which 
have reduced him to the dilgraceful ftation he now fills= 
en irrefifiible impulle prompts this requeil ; if ’tis grant- 
ed, write a line and drop it in the garde: sin expectation 
of fuch a favour, I will keep in fight, and then by the 
rfl opportunity tranimit my narrative to you.” 

Tears gufhed from me on Serufing this note, heavens! 
what anguifh vent my breaft at my inability to fuccour 
him, Without the imalleft hefitation, I complied with 
his requeft, and inflantly wrete the note he defired. ‘The 
next day, conceaied ina bafket of fruit which he fent 
me, 1 found the ardently defired paquet, containing the 
hiitory of his life. 

* Prompted by an inclination not to be fuppreft, I tit 
down to relateatale full of woe to her, whofe gentle 
heart wiil yield the foft tribute of fenfibility. 

* Ferly in life fortune loured on my parents, and their 
misfortunes are, I fear, entailed upon their wretched off- 
foring, Niy father’s name was Harland, he was delcend- 
ed froma noble family, whole poffeffious tho’ large, could 
keep no pace with . enbaunded prodigality; the forture 
was fo difipated, that but a refidue remained fufficient to 
purchafe him a commiuilion, Courage glowed in his 
breaft, and he diflinguifhed himiclf by many a gallant ac- 
tion ina tedious war which Eogland undertook againft 
France. At the expiration of it he married a woman, 
rich only in re€titude and beauty, and retived from a pro- 
feflion which had but ill rewarded his #étivity, For fome 
time they fruggted agzinft adveritty---the fell adverfary 
at length overcame, Twochildren of whem I was the 
tidet, aggravated the horrors of their condition ; he could 
lcarcely fupport them, as his half-pay afforded but a few 
of even the neceflaries of life. In this fituation he was 
dilcovered by a friend, poffeffed of affluence, who was 
fingle ; as he had always exprett an averfion to matrimony, 
he inherited pride enough however to with his name 
might be continued, A@uated by this wifh, he made a 
Propolal to my parents which they gladly embraced---it 
was adopting me for his heir, I was then five years old, 
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he fhortly brought me to his eftate for he had only made 
an occafional vifit to the fhire where my iether refided ; 
his underfianding was rather weak, his chief fuible acre- 
dulous fulceptibility to flattery; he treated me however, 
with teoderne/s, and I was confidered by every one as 
his future heir, Ata proper ege, he fent me to Oxford 
to complete my ftudies; 1 made a proficiency there that 
plealed him, and he declared I fhould be indulged in 
chufing a profeifion, Every vacation I {pent with him, 
In ove, ere I wasan hour arrived, he mentioned with 
peculiar pleafure an acquilition his neighbourhood had 
lately received from a moft zgreeable family fettiing ia it, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilford with their two fons, he aMjrined, 
I fhould like; but he was miftaken, a fervility ran thro’ 
the family highly difgufting to a liberal mind ; I found 
them all replete with flattery and meannefs. A domeftic 
who had ever evinced the ftrongeft partialiy for ine, 
cautioned me againft them; he faid he was acquainte 

with their arts, and bid me beware, as they were almoft 
continually with his mafter, wheedling and indulging his 
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favourite forble. Unfkilled in the treachery cf man, I 
riegleéted this caution, I judged of them by mylelf, I ima- 
gined them all as free from guile. Fatal experience how- 
ever, that fchool of wifdom, undeceived me. I thought 
alfo it was impoflible any perfon could be fo perfidious, 
as after promifing proteétion, to withdraw it without 
caufe, Mr, T convinced me fuch perfidy exifled. 
By the next vacation my ftudies were completed, and I 
returned full of pleafing expe€tations, that my adopted 
father would now indulge me in chufing a profeflion, 
which of all others ladmired a military life, for like Dou- 
glas, I longed to follow to the field fome warlike lord, 

“ Mr. IT ——’s reception furprized me, it was cold 
and referved ; whenever his eyes met mine, a guilty con- 
fufion covered his face. Bafe, worthleis man! no won- 
der. Two days after my arrival, he fent for me to his 
library, for fome moments he was filent, then in hefitat- 
ing accents began a long preamble of his generufity to 
my father, in fo long fupporting me, and ‘giving mean 
education fuitable to the firft manin the kingdom, of 
which he fuppofed I muft be fenfible; an aflenting bow 
was my only reply : and he continued : his relations, he 
laid, began with juftice to murmer, at the intention he 
had conceived of bequeathing me his fortune, to whom 
no tie conneéted him, that he had difcarded the idle idea 
of adopting me, and added, my education was fuch as to 
infpire me with hopes ofa ipeedy eftablifhment; to for- 
ward which, he would give two hundred pounds, and 
on every occafion I might depend upon his friendly inte- 
ret, He ftopt ; amazement harrowed my foul, and in- 
dignation tied my tongue, Buton repeating his words, 
and offering me the money, | dafhed it from his hand, 
and in a phrenzy ef fury rufhed from the houfe. I guels. 
ed full well the authors of my milery, the vile Wilfords, 
who, in my abfence, by the moft fervile arts, ingratiated 
themfelves with Mr, T . Heabandoned me for their 
fons. Hours I continued walking about his demefne al- 
molt unconicious of my being ; the infult I had received, 
the difappointment ef all my hopes was too much fora 
































































Naturally impctuoustemper. When reafona little calmed 
my paflon, I refolved immediately to repair to my pa- 
I had not feen them fince my infancy, though my 
wifhes to behold them were great. Mr. T always 
prevented my gratifying them, as they livedat an extreme 
diflance from him. Nothing will intimidate a youthful 
mind when bent on executing a favourite proje&; on 
foot, therefore, without confideration, 1 began my jour- 
ney ; no pleafing thoughts foothed my breaft or beguiled 
the tedious way. Thethird day I conje€tured I muft be 
pretty near their habitation; filial piety {prung in my 
breatt and quickened my fteps at the idea; a pleafing calm 
diffuled iticlf over my [oul in anticipating the rapture of 
the patcrual embrace—a dufky hue was beginning te fteal 
along the expanfe, and fober evening had taken ‘ her 
wontcd flation in the middle air.’ 


A Church-yard lay on one fide of the road, and the 
only feparation between them was a flight broom hedge. 
1 thought I heard the plaintive voice of woe. 1 looked 
and difcerned a venerable man, whole figure muft have 
moved even the fullen apathy of the ftoic, We was f{eat- 
ed on a new-made grave—his grey locks dilplayed his 
age, and he appeared bending beneath the preflure of mis- 
fortune--his eyes were now watering the grave, now 
caft up to heaven, with a fattled look of de{pair. I could 
not pafs him unnoticed-—] emtered this mournful recep- 
tacle of death—too much abforbed, he had not heeded me, 
till a igh burft from my oppreffed heart. Without ftart- 
ing, he raifed his head, and cried, who fecks this dreary 
{pot P= One, 1 replied, pierced by adverfity, who is haft- 
ening toa parent’s bofom, where his wounds may receive 
the balmof confolation. Struck by your diftrefs, I could 
not pafs you, a fecret impulfe rofe in my foul, I wifhed 
to hear your woes. Alas ! young man, he anfwered, my 
woes are of the fevereft kind. 1 indulged hope, 1 liften- 
ed to its idle prattle, 1 thought to have {pent the remnant 
of my days in peace—but the fhafts of affi@ion were let 
loofe againft me—they pierced this aged breaft---it once 
had couage, refolution---I now can boatt of none---grief 
has fubdued it---yefterday’s fun beheld ‘the darling of my 
age configned to the carth---the worm will foon begin to 
feat upon the beautious check I have fo often kift with 
all the idolizing warmth of a parent ; but fhe 1s happy, 
an angel--shis voice faultered---Nature demands thofe 
tears from me as her juft tribute---the virtues of my child 
too---he could not procced, a fob ftifled his words---after 
an interval, he continued, I have a wife, fhe is dying, 
blef& releafe from mifery, yet frail fortituue would not 
enable me to fee her depart. She raved for her ¢hild---I 


rents. 





wept---fhe called for food---I fhuddered---I had none---I, 


crawled from the houfe to this grave---it has been watered 
with my tears. Unhappy man! ill-fated Harland——— 
Harland ! repeated I with emotion---Great God ! pardon 
me, had you a fon ?---Yes, the hopes of his happinels mit- 
igates my defpair. A friend adopted him, and promifed 
to fhelter his youthful head from the mifery I feel, 
Since the five firft years of his life 1 have not beheld him, 


Now, cricd I, catching him in my arms, you behold him 
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-—-blafted his ardent expeations, returned a beggar to 
you. Foramoment he was fileat, then raifing his hands 
to heaven, exclaimed, thy will! be done, Almighty Father! 
this is the final firoke. Wow failaciousare the Promifes 
of men, Well doesthe hoty beck of infinite wifdom 
advife---Put not your truft in princes or the children of 
men, 

Come, my child, my poor deceived fon, let us haften 
to your mother, perliaps {ve lives, you may receive her 
bleffing. But why fhau!d I minutely dwell on this mel}. 
ancholy fubjc@ ?°No, amiable Mits Blandford, I will noy 
pain your generoudly fafceptible heart. Ina fortnight | 
paid the taft mournful tribute to both my parents, Half 
infenfible of exiftence, L continucd tilla happy deftiny 
conduéied me to the fpot where fo providentially I af. 
fifted in faving you---egain I was the inftrument of pre- 
ferving a life fo infinitely precious. Oh, Miis Blandford! 
at your fight fenfatious unknown before rofein my breaf! 
Pardon my prefumption, My mind open tocach {oft im. 
preflicn.--fuch a form, {uch {weetnefs, no wonder, The 
keeneft diftrefs reduced me to my prefent fituation, | 
had no friends to whom | could apply for affiftance. In 
my tranquil days I had taken plesture in cultivating 
{mall {pots of ground, and rearing 

All the lowly children of the vale. 

In this fituation I mix not with the other domeftics... 
that indeed I could not bear. Fortune in degrad ng my 
rank has Jeft my ipirit unfubdued, Pardon me, Madam, 
for having engroffed fo much of your time, I could not 
refift the wifh of acquainting you with the occurrences 
that have reduced me tothis ftation, Farewell, moft ami. 
able of women, may {miling peace ever hover round you, 
prays 

Ee H, 
(To be continued.) 








ANECDOTES OF THE LATE EMPEROR OF GERMARKY, 


rE N 
I HIE Emperor being at fupperat Paris, with Count de 
Vergennes, the French minifter, and difcourfing of French 


affairs, he edvifed the Count to announce a natianal bank. : 


ruptcy, in order to clear France of all her debts: to this 
he was anfwered---** Should fueh an event take place, 
your Majefty’s own fubje&s in Lyvahant would lofe more 
than eighty millions.”” ‘ Do not Jet that deter you, (an- 
{wered fofeph,) give me balf that fum, aud you fhall have 
my alfent.’’ 

At the time of the affair with the Dutch concerning 
the Sckelt, which terminated fo fhamefully for Jofeph, 
talking with his head gardner, the gardner afked permil- 
fion to write to Haarlem fora few flips of flowers, which 
he wanted, The Emperor farted from his feat ; his eyes 
flafhing fire=-‘* No, faid he, you fhall not write. Within 
fix weeks I will fetch them myielf from Haarlem, at the 
head of my army.’? Within that time the affair was 4n- 
ifhed with difgrace., So pofitive was he of fuceefs, and fo 
fure always to fail. 
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ORICINAL OBSERVATION, 


r ™ 

| HOUGH fome giddy girls are filly enough to de- 
light in penegyric, and trained compliments, yet all wo- 
men of fenfe do heartily delpife the wanton efufions cf 
an indifereet iad exceflive complatfance.---And whoever | 
js much inthe world will find, that moit ladies are more 
apt to regard the man of plain tenfe and unaffected beha- 
yiour, who {peak as they think, and appear juft what 
they are, than the mo‘ {pecious, infiauating hypocrite, or 
the molt neily pretender. 


Zz. 


a _—* 








At the requeft of a Correlpondent, wegive the following 
LETTER a place :---It is extra€ed froma London 
perioaical publication.-.and, notwith{tanding the er- 
rors in the orthography and di€tion of it, the author 
had the plealure of making a conquelt, 


- _-_-_ 


Afy dear charmin Cratur, 

I F your brite cies have had the fame efet upon 
ethers, they have been aficr havin upon me, you mult 
already, Like Samfon, have flain your Toutfands, though 
not with the tame fort of weepon, For / had no fooner 
beheld you tothernite at Rennela, than your two little 
percers darted their poylen quite thro my hart, and kil- 
led me on the fpot. 
find you out, that J may be revenged of you. So havin 
done fo, as fed before, J now write to tell you my fitu- 
athon 3. and to begg that you woud have compafhon ona 
lover thet lies bleedin at your fete, 

If you have not the hart of a fhe tygres, you will ad- 
mit me to your prefance, moft adorable cratur, that J may 
have the plafthxreof dyin in your beloved fite. And if 
you thall be afier bein fo kind as to rclemt of your crew- 
elty, and raf your expivin lover, J will lay my fortun 


and my honers im the Jame place witzre J laid mytelf, and | 


raife you in your turntyo be Lady O’-——l, Vor JI vow 
by the great Shant Patyick, thet J love you better than 
ever J loved any women except yourlelf, 

And J further vow, by the holy fhrine ef Shant Pa- 
trick aforefed, thet 2 wall net outhiv the fatal anfer you 
fend me. But as vou are as far above all your fex in buty, 
as the glorius fun is above the paifaced mvon and the lit- 
tletwinklin Mors, J dout not but you exced themas much 
in gooaneis, Pherfore J will not difpare, bat hope that 
you will iea.i me word by your confidante, at what how- 
er J fhall have the plathure of wattin upon you, to re- 
teve trom your own pretty mouth my deflinny, Till 
When, / remane, moil enchantin and angelic cratur, 

Your’s whether livin or dyin, 
Sir Rowxs O’ 





Lt, Barrowntte, 


P.S. Pray let me kno when TZ thall call ae os anfer, 
as J do not chufe to fend any beddy elle but myfelf, 
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So that J immedately determined to | 





239 


ANECDOTE. 


\ \ HEN Peter the Great vifited Paris, he was con- 
du@ted to the Sorbonne, where they fhewed him the fa- 


mous maufoleum of Cardinal Richelicu. He afked whefe 
ftatue it was, and they told him: the view of this grand 
obje& threw him into an enthufiaftic rapture, which he 
always felt on the like oceafion, fo that he immediately 
ran toembrace the ftatue, faying, ** Oh! that thou wert 
but ftill living ; J would give thee one half of my empire 
to govern the other,’’ 
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MARRIED, 


On Wedvefday evening the 11th inft. by the Rev. Mr, 
Roberts, Mr, Peter Curren, to Milfs Estuer Jacoss, 
both of this city. 

Same evening, at Hempfted, by the Rev. Mr, Moore, 
Mr. Van Wyck, of Flufhing, (L. I.)to Milfs Tuorne, 
daughter of Capt, Thorne, of that place. 

On Thurfday evening the 12th inf. Mr. Jonun Roe, 
merchant, of this city, to Mifs Susannau R, STEVENS, 
of Perth-Amboy, (N. J.) 

On Sunday the 15th inf, at Eat-Chefler, by the Rev. 
Mr. Bartow, Capt. Davin Canrcitt, of this city, to 
Milfs Mary Suure, daughter of Mr, Thomas Shute of 
that place. 








METEQROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
From the 15th to the 21 ft inft. 











}  Thermometor Prevailing OBSERVATIONS 
obferved at winds on the WEATHER. 
6,4M3.P M 16. 3 6. s. 
dey. 100 deg. 109 
Dec. 15} 3375 42 nw. w. | clear light wd clear do. 
16 | 32 41 sw. nw. | fnow cr. It. wd. clear do. 
17 | 26 31 nw. do. | clear high wd. clear h. wa. 
18] 23 50 32 se. s. | fn. lt. wa. fo. 3m. deep, 
19 | 27 28 nw, n. | clear lt wd. clearit. wd. 
20}18 50 28 ne. do. |} cloudy k, wd. cloudy do. 
23) 24 28 ] ne. do. { fa. 4 in deep, light wind. 
TSH LEE D>} P->> 











ELEGIAC SONNET, 


Ye worldly, heute! that have not drank the freaa: 
Of deep affli€tion at the fountain head ; 
That have not fondiy gaz’d the dying---dead ¢ 
"Till the fet eye refus’d tie confcious gleam 
That fed Affe@tion with its: parting beam ; 
Nor kifs’d the cold lips, whence the fpirit fled, 
‘Of her you lov?d beyond a poets-dream ; 
And who but lately bleft your genial bed !--. 


This, has the mourners at Ameiia’s tomb ; 
And but one far illumes his night of gloom :-.- 
As from its parent duft the phoenix foar’d, 2 
Her infant feif furviving feeras to fay--- 
The Lorp has giv’n---the Lorn has ta’en away ; 
Forever bleffed be his name,---the Lorn! 
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To tuz Entrror, 


The following STANZA’s were recently written by thet celebrated Geni- 
us and Traveller Govsrnor Henry Eu cis, on feeing an infirm old 
Man ‘reated by a young rabble with indecent mockery in the Strest at 
Pisa in Italy—a country where every inanimate veltige of antiquity is 


viewed with fo much veacration. §, 


yy mould’ring Tower, the antique buft, 
The ruin’d temple's facred duit, 
Are view'd with rev’rence and delight; 
But man decay’d and funk with years 
And fad infirmities, appears 
‘ An obje& of negleé and flight. 


Ah, thoughtlefs race ! in youthful prime, 
You mock the ravages of time, 
As if you could elude its rage; 
. That piteous form whick you defpife, 
With wrinkled front and beamlefs eyes ; 
That form, alas! you'll take with age. 


Some vital fparks that every day, 
Time’s rapid pinion {weeps away, 

P repare-you for that haplefs ftate ; 
When left and flighted in y sur turn, 
Your former levities you'll mourn, 

And own the juftice of your fate. 








AN ELEGY. 
[ by the fame. ] 


Near yon lene pile, with ivy overfpread, 
Faft by the riv’let’s peace-perfuading found ; 
Where fleeps the moonlighton yon verdant bed, 
O, humbly prefs that confecrated ground ! 


For there does Enmunp reft—the learned fwain! 
And there his pale-ey’d phantom loves to rove : 
Young Epmuwnp, fam’d for each harmonieus ftraia, 

And the fore wounds of ill-requited love. 


Like fome tall tree that fpreads its branches wide, 
And loads the zephyr with its foft perfume ; 
His manhood bloffont'd ere the faithlefs pride 
Of fair Luciwpa funk him to the tomb. 


But foon did righteous Heav’n her crime purfue, 
Where’er with wilder’d fleps fhe wander’d pale ; 
Still Epmunp’s image rofe to blaft her view--- 
Still] Epmunp’s voice accul’d her in each gale. 


With keen remorfe, and tortur’d guilt’s alarm, 
t A mid the pomp ot affluence fhe pin’d ;. 
Nor all that lur’d her faith from Epmuwnp’s arms, 
Could jooth the confcious hurrors of her mind. 


Go, Traveller! teli the tale with forrow fraught, 
Some lovely maid perchance, or blooming youth, 
May hold it in remembrance and be taught, 
That riches cannot pay for Love or Truth. 
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ODE TO REFLECTION. 


, 

Twas when Nature’s dariing child, 
Flora, fan’d by zephyrs mild, 

Th’ gorgeous canopy outfpread 

O’'er the fun'’s declining head, 

Wending from the buz of day, 

Thus a bard attun’d his lay : 


Bright Refle@tion, child of heav’n, 
Nobleft gift to mortals given, 
Goddefs of the penfive eye, 
Glancing thro’ eternity, 

Rob’d in intelle@ual light, 
Come, with all thy charms bedight. 


Tho’ nor fame, nor f{plendid worth, 
Mark’d thy humble vot’ry’s birth, 
Snaich’d by thee from cank’ring care, 
I defy the fiend Defpair; 

All the joys that Bacchus loves, 

All inglorious pleafure proves ; 

Ali the fleeting modith teys. 
Buoy'd by Folly’s frantic neife ; 
All, except the facred lore, 
Flowing from thy boundlefs flere! 
For when thy bright form appears, 
Even wild Confufiou hears, 

Chaos glows, impervious nig!t 
Shrinks from thy all-piercing fight ; 
Yet, alas! what vain ex-remes 
Mortals prove in Error’s fchemes, 
Sunk profound in torpor’s trance, 
Or with'levity they dance, 

Or, in murmers deep, the foul 
Thinks it blifs beyend the pole; 
Bounding {wift o’er time and place, 
Vacant ftill thro’ boundlefs {pece, 
Leaving happinefs at home, 

Thus the mental vagrants roam 

But when thou with fober mien, 
Deign’ft to blefs this wayward f{cene, 
Like Aurora fhining clear 

O’er the mental hemifphers ; 

Who but hears a foothing ftrain 
Warbling “ Heaven’s ways are plain '” 
Who but hears the charmer fay, 





“© Thefe obfcure the living ray : 
*© Self-love, the fouleft fiend of nighe 

“* That ever ftain'd the virgin-light, 

** Coward, wretch, who fhuns to tharc, 
** Or foorh the woes that others bear ; 
“ Envy with an eagle's eye ; 

* Scandal's tales that never die ; 
 Int’reft vile, with countiefs tongucs, 
“© Trembling for ideal wrongs ; 

‘¢ Flatt’ry bafe, with fupple kace, 

“ Cringing low fervility : 

“ Prejudice, witheves afkew,, 

* Sult fufpeéting oug)t that’s new.--- 

‘© Would bu’ men from thele refrain, 
** Eden’s bow'rs would bloom again, 
* Doub.s in embryo melt away, 


* Truth’s ciernal fun-beams plzy !” 
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